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Purpose
Ohio State University Extension’s Local 
Foods Signature Program addresses 
the critical need for outreach education 
around the broad topic of local food 
systems. The subject affects every 
Ohioan; public interest is high; research 
needs are great. The Local Foods 
Signature Program was designed to 
strategically address this need by 
building food literacy and skills around 
four themes: Food Production, Food and 
Family, Food and Business, and Food and 
Community.
Impact
Food Production education for new 
and existing producers in growing food in 
both urban and rural areas to meet ever-
increasing demand and fill gaps in food 
security.
Food and Family education centered on 
nutrition, food safety, food preservation, 
food budgeting, wellness, and developing 
healthy lifestyle choices.
Food and Business education tied to 
food processing, distribution, job creation 
and economic sustainability. 
Food and Community education 
connecting local food to community 
gardens, farmers markets, food banks 
and schools.
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